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Data and Advocates
• Good data is objective.  Good advocates are not.
• Advocates are usually seeking data that will help them make a 

change they think needs to happen.
• Advocates may also use data to help hone their advocacy 

strategy.
• Advocates are looking for data that will move the audience that 

can make the change happen.
• Advocates are not always interested in the methodology behind 

the data as long as it is from a reputable, recognized source.



Using data for supply chain advocacy
• Data is an effective tool for change when part of a 

comprehensive advocacy strategy
• Simple and context specific data are key
• Interpretation and synthesis of data is necessary
• Too much data can be more confusing than it is helpful
• Data + human story + right messenger is more effective than 

data alone









Lessons Learned

• Advocates need to be sensitized to new and innovative sources 
of data

• Many advocates don’t know where to find data- making it 
accessible and transparent is key to increasing usage

• For data to be used by advocates, it needs to be disseminated 
to advocates and packaged for them when possible

• More conversations are needed between advocates and 
researchers about data collection and use.



Thank You!
edunn-Georgiou@pai.org
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