

RMAWG Teleconference
9th of September 2011

( Agenda:

· 1.
Welcome                                                                     


· 2.
Two WHO related priority activities
· 3.
Questions about KFW and DFID commitment to RH
· 4. 
Any other business                            
( Participants:

· Sono Aibe 

Pathfinder International
· Gloria Castany

RHSC
· Lou Compernolle 
RHSC
· Neil Datta

EPF
· Beth Frederick 

AFP
· Duff Gillespie

AFP
· Mercedes Mas de Xaxás
PAI
· Leslie Patykewich 
JSI
· Bill Ryers

Population Institute
· Sarah Shaw

IPPF
· Kim Whipkey

PATH
· …
( New Points of Action:

· Lou will send out an email to the entire working group asking for those interested in joining the discussions to come forward.

· Leo provide clarity to the group on the “what, when, where and how” of a technical consultation on task shifting guidelines.

· Identification needed of those groups/people involved in Task Shifting

· Sabine Weber will keep us informed in how we can put pressure on the German Government to keep their commitment to IPPF and UNFPA

· A letter needs to be drafted to the executive committee to underline that the RMAWG working group is concerned about the donor trends highlighted by EPF

· Wendy Turnbull will send the updated RMAWG workplan to the group in the second week of September. And the taskforce will be reconvening to discuss the implementation of the strategy (followed by a submittal of the plan to the WG)
· Lou will follow-up with Sandra to see if we can plan a side event in Dakar although this will be challenging with all the other events taking place.
· Mercedes and Suzanne will start the leadership change process this week, the timeframe is end of November 2011. 

( Priority actions: 

· Beth and Duff initiated a discussion of the two elements relevant to the WHO (Task shifting and MH Priority Medicines Lists) and wanted see if coordinated advocacy could be fast-tracked. The group agreed that it made sense to move forward on both issues.

· AFP said that they would be very willing to both facilitate the process and provide some additional funding when necessary.

· The EML work would also work to highlight FP as an important tool to reduce maternal mortality.

· A first step would be to organize a teleconference for interested parties. Lou will send out an email to the entire working group asking for those interested in joining the discussions to come forward.

· The Task Shifting work would need a technical consultation. Metin and Leo have been discussing this and a briefing on when, with whom and where this would ideally take place would be needed in the short term.

· The group needs to identify those people who are currently involved in or implementing task shifting programs (i.e. Intrahealth/Maurice Middleburg, FHI, …).
( Country commitments:

. Neil informed the group despite the strong commitments declared by the leadership of those two countries, realisation of these commitments still poses a challenge and requires close monitoring by Parliamentarians and NGOs. For example: 

-
In Germany, in a response to a question on the 2012 budget by German MP Karin Roth, the State Secretary for Development attempts to justify a 9% cut to UNFPA and a stagnating contribution to IPPF on the basis that it has pledged €4 million to GAVI. In attachment is the original (German language) of Hon. Roth’s press release of last week and below is a google translate version for those of us who don’t speak German. 

-
In the United Kingdom, Baroness Jenny Tonge (Chair of the UK Parliamentary Group on population and development and EPF Vice-President) discovered that DFID is not planning to spend any funds on RH/FP on any women related programme in Afghanistan. In an article appearing in The Independent today entitled “UK Coalition drops promise to help Afghan women” Baroness Tonge said “it was a shocking outrage that a government that publicly claimed to prioritise maternal health was not spending any of its Department for International Development (DfID) budget in a country where more mothers die than anywhere else.” The article is pasted below and is available here: http://www.ippf.org/en/News/Intl+news/UKCoalition+drops+promise+to+help+Afghan+women.htm
. The group agreed that these were worrying trends, and that it is part of the RMAWG mandate to track commitments.

. The group stated that it would need to show due diligence and that all inquiries should be made from a “partnership” centric and positive view. 

. In the meantime Suzanne Weber sent an update on the German situation and its budget going to UNFPA and IPPF, that was drafted by DSW’s advocacy team in Germany (RMAWG email 9th Sept 2011).

. DSW is thinking of writing a letter to the German Development Minister (remind him of Germany's commitments and ask him for an increased core and earmarked funding), and it was suggested this could be done in collaboration with the working group. 
. It should be brought to the Executive Committee that the RMAWG is concerned about these worrying trends.

. Wendy Turnbull will send the updated RMAWG workplan to the group in the second week of September. This also outlines the watchdog role for the group.

( Leadership change: 

. Mercedes and Suzanne will start the leadership change strategy this week. It was decided that this would be best done online as neither the EURONGOs nor Dakar meeting will be likely forums.  The deadline for the elections will be the end of November when Sandra’s term is up.
. A strong preference for co-chairing was expressed considering the busy work schedules of the leaders. In order to achieve this people could team up prior to the elections or be paired once the elections are over.

( Other business: 

. Lou informed the group of the upcoming H2H consultation in NY (8 and 9 Sept) to come up with a Blueprint for the Coalition’s contribution for the Executive Committee. Several RMAWG were present (Lou Compernolle, Suzanne Ehlers, Beth Frederick, Nomi Fuchs-Montgomery, and Sandra Jordan) and the group will be consulted in the near future on how they can contribute to advancing H2H.
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