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( New Points of Action:

· Any input into the new financing workstream welcomed: please contact Mercedes
· Mercedes will make the last changes to the Working Group Leader TOR next week, if you have any suggestions don’t hesitate to share them with her or the group

· The teleconferences were felt to be helpful. They will continue on a weekly/bi-weekly basis. Please continue to send us anything that may be of interest to the group
· Sandra will share the USAID calendar with the group to ensure that the group does not only capitalize on up-coming events but also theme days (e.g. women’s’ day, 7 billion day etc…)
· Sandra wasn’t able to provide much more information on the upcoming Lancet issue on FP and suggested Duff may have a better insight
· With regard to the environmental links, Sandra did not have enough to go on yet, stronger connections need to be teased out. It may be a topic of discussion at the next RMAWG meeting, and can be discussed using the listserv. Scott Roland’s writing on population and climate change may be useful to feed into the discussion.

· Several RMAWG members are attending the 44th Commission on Population and Development (11 - 15 April 2011) for more information please go to http://www.un.org/esa/population/cpd/cpd2011/cpd44.htm  A side event may therefore be set-up. Sandra informed the group that the UNFoundation was supportive and involved in pulling something together.
· Lou will send out more detailed information on the Addis meeting as soon as it has been approved by the executive committee.

( Meeting the Challenge Update 

Steve and Lou gave an overview of the upcoming high level and annual meeting

High-level conference to commemorate the tenth anniversary of Meeting the Challenge, Addis Ababa (22-23 June 2011)

Many who attended the original “Meeting the Challenge” insist that its success can be attributed in no small part to its focus on a select number of core themes or “pillars”. The pillars were broad in scope - a reflection perhaps of what was then still a somewhat nascent understanding of the dynamics of RHCS. But they were effective in anchoring the discussion around critical content areas, in driving home key messages, and, ultimately, in shaping the conceptual framework we still use today to address commodity security.

Given the broad objectives of “Meeting the Challenge”, the identification of key thematic pillars provides focus points for more in-depth research and retrospection; offers a means to coordinate discussions across different stakeholder groups; and provides a portal to address issues the RHCS community believes to be of importance today and in the years to come.

The three pillars, identified during the broad consultation process were: 

1.
A decade of achievements and remaining challenges (USAID/JSI, Alan Bornbush)
2.
Country-ownership through Local Partnerships (MSI, Leo Bryant)
3.
Country-ownership within Global Partnerships (PPD, Jotham Musinguzi)
PLENARIES

The conference’s plenaries and breakout sessions will identify interim and long-term solutions to achieve the goal of reproductive health commodity security (RHCS). At least four broad plenaries will frame the conference. 

The first plenary will focus on the progress to date in achieving RHCS and how best to apply the lessons learned from it. This plenary will also highlight the crisis that persists and challenges that remain including our failure to reach the poorest of the poor for example. 

The second plenary will define the seemingly simple, but ultimately complex, notion of country ownership. If country means more than government – and few would disagree, then what is the appropriate role of non-government: the private sector, civil society, donors? 

Similarly, the third plenary define what the challenges of growing country-ownership within the context of an increasingly globalized world and ever-expanding global partnerships are?  

Finally, the fourth plenary, consolidates the two days of discussion and debate into a set of clear, high-impact messages, action steps, and commitments that resonate with world leaders and decision-makers.

The recommendations of the pre-conference session will feed into all of the themes, and run across the three pillars.
PAI pre-conference session

The five countries are now final and include: Ghana, Mexico, Bangladesh, Tanzania and Ethiopia. The PAI country delegations are expected to be a balanced mix of PS, PS, CS and district level representatives. 5 to 7 people are expected per country delegation. Other countries are also welcome to join the pre-conference session. 

At the same time recommendations resulting from the PAI pre-conference session are expected to feed into each pillar. How this will happen and the form it will take is still to be decided by the theme leaders.
Country participation

Extra attention will go to ensuring country participation. This will be achieved through the PAI pre-conference session, regional delegations (LAC and French) and additional funding requests. 

Invitations
As the Coalition is looking into inviting increased numbers to the meeting, the meeting will not be upon invitation only but people can also sign up. The page will be posted on the Coalition’s website this week.
( RMAWG input into the meeting
As the high level meeting is really an advocacy event input from the RMAWG will be sought, especially under the second and third pillar.

The RMAWG can contribute by providing input the theme leaders that have been identified to coordinate the pillars. For any questions don’t hesitate to contact the secretariat.

PAI still welcomes people to get in touch to discuss.
( Ouaga update
Sandra gave an overview of the Ouagadougou Conference, Burkina Faso February 8-10, 2011 and Aurelie provided additional input. 
There was a lot of participation and energy. It resulted in strong commitments and donor statements. The challenge is to keep awareness going after initial fantastic response. Burkina was strongly supportive.
At the opening, Delphine Barry, the permanent secretary to the National Council on Population in Burkina Faso, presented an innovative, USAID-funded multimedia presentation using interactive technologies.  The speakers’ passionate delivery and messages about the importance of family planning in reducing poverty and improving women’s health engaged the President, inspired the conference participants, and became the touchstone presentation for the event. We will get the presentation to the group as soon as we have it, with the kind help of Aurelie.

Explaining the 100 million over 5 years

The 100 million contribution from the French needs some clarification. Around 50 million of this will go towards their GFATM contribution, 20 million to WHO/UNFPA/UNICEF in bi-multilateral aid, and the rest (around 25 million) will go the priority areas (mostly SSA).
More information on the conference, including transcripts of speeches, proceedings, declarations of intent, and other information are posted on the USAID website at: http://www.usaid.gov/our_work/global_health/pop/ On the front page of the Population/Reproductive Health page, visitors will see the cover of the program.  

Clicking on this will link individuals to  http://www.usaid.gov/our_work/global_health/pop/news/popdev_westafrica.html   where all subsequent information will be posted.  So this can serve as a key reference point for the conference and its outcomes.
The Coalition will capitalize on the meeting by establishing a francophone network. Preliminary discussions have started. For more information please contact Lou lcompernolle@rhsupplies.org  and Gloria gcastany@rhsupplies.org 
( Consultancy opportunity

The Woman’s Condom team recently received a grant from the Netherlands Ministry of Foreign Affairs for the Protection Options for Women product development partnership. We are actively recruiting to fill several positions, one of which is the Global Advocacy Specialist consultancy to develop and implement global advocacy work for the Woman’s Condom product. The position is now open on the PATH.org website and we are wondering if you would know of anyone who is interested in applying and could forward the link along. Additionally, if you have any recommendations of websites or listservs where we could also post this position, please let us know. 

Applications along with current CV, cover letter, and writing sample, can be submitted via our website: 

http://hostedjobs.openhire.com/epostings/submit.cfm?fuseaction=app.jobinfo&id=23&jobid=298763&company_id=15780&version=1&source=ONLINE&JobOwner=988956&level=levelid2&levelid2=98453&parent=PATH%27s%20Consultant%2FIntern%20Network%3B%3B%3BOpportunities%20for%20Consultants&startflag=3. 
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